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AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER COMMENTS ON AUSTRIA'S CENTRAL POSITION. 
On March 11, the “Wiener Tageszeitung” published an article by Austrian 
Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber on the prerequisites and basis for the 
rehabilitation of the country's economy. 

After the serious damages suffered as a result of World War II, 
which have been estimated at 35 to 40% of the total national wealth, 
Austria embarked upon the rehabilitation of her economy in earnest, Dr. 
Gruber wrote. In view of the difficult conditions still generally pre- 
vailing the success of this reconstruction work in the years that were 
to follow deserves particular attention and has abo received full re- 
cognition in authoritative quarters abroad. But in spite of the con- 
siderable progress that has been achieved, Austria's economy is still 
far from having reached the goals it has set itself. An especially 
great obstacle is the confused political situation. It is only by the 
prompt completion of the State Treaty and the ensuing settlement con- 
nected therewith that a whole series of important economic problems can 
be satisfactorily solved. Because of her central geographic location, 
at an important point of intersection on the North-South and West-East 
arteries of communications, Austria's political, cultural and economic 
position is a very special one. She is making a sincere effort to con- 
tribute to international understanding and the solution of present-day 
problems within the scope of the means at her disposal, and is. endeav- 
oring to cooperate in bringing about an improvement in the world's 
economic conditions by her participation in the specialized agencies of 
the United Nations, the Organization for European Economic Cooperation 
and the other great international organizations. Austria is, as per- 
haps no other country, vitally interested in the preservation of peace. 
It is in this spirit that she would like to become the quiet, peaceful 
and free center of a healthy Europe. To this end, Austrian economy 
will also contribute with all energy. - 





NO STATE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS AT THE PRESENT TIME. On December 15, 1950 
the Special Envoys for the Austrian State Treaty adjourned their meet- 
ings for a period of three months. No further talks are expected at 
this time, however, before the results of the Deputy Foreign Minister 's 
Conference, now meeting in Paris, are made public. In this connection 
the Chairman of the Austrian Socialist Party declared on March 16, | 
1951, that “the conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty would be the 
easiest and most simple step toward peace in Europe. Whoever opposes 
it, proves that he does not want peace." 





AUSTRIA TO ATTEND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON REFUGEES. The Austrian 

Government has been inyited by lire Trygve Lie, Secretary General of 

the United Nations, to attend the United Nations Conference on the 

rosea 4 Refugees and Stateless Persons to be opened at Geneva on May 
9 5 e 





PROFESSOR BREITNER TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT AS AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE. 

A so-called "Committee of Supra-party Union,” composed of some 40 per- 
sons claiming to be above party lines, has nominated the President of 
the Austrian Red Cross, Professor Burghard Breitner, of Innsbruck, to 
run as an independent candidate for Federal President. Prof. Breitner 
has accepted the nomination. According to press reports from Vienna, 
the National Committee of the Union of Independents has also decided 
to support his candidacy. Thus, there will now be four candidates in 
the presidential elections to be held on May 6, 1951. The other three 
are Dr. Gleissner (Austrian People's Party), General Koerner (Socialist 
Party), and Mr. Fiala (Communist Party). 








AUSTRIAN CIVIL SERVANTS HOLD NATIONAL UNION ELECTIONS. The union of 
Rustrian civil servants held its official nationwide elections at the 
beginning of Marche In Vienna, the joint People's Party (OVP) and 
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Socialist (SPO) ticket received 29,284 votes, the Communist Party (KPO) 
ticket 3,528, The final returns for the other federal provinces were 
as follows: Burgenland -- OVP-SP0; 18,785; KPO: 71. Lower Austria -- 
OVP-SPO: 11,183; KPO: 362. Styria -- OVP-SPO; 10,757; KPO; 1,054. 
Upper Austria -- OVP-SPO; 11,8435; KPO: 268. Salzburg -- OVP-SPO:;: 
4,513; KPO: 149. Tyrol -- OVP-SPO: 4,247; KPO: 74. Vorarlberg -- 
OVP-SPO;: 2,239; KPO: 0. Carinthia -- OVP-SPO; 6,115; KPO: 144. In 
Upper Austria, a non-party ticket received 761 votes. As a result of 
these returns, 14 seats in the National Executive Committee of the union 
went to the OVP-SPO coalition, with the Communists losing all theirs. 
In only three out of twenty-four locals are the Communists represented 
on the executive committee, namely in section I of the Federal Chan- 
cellery where they hold 12 out of 45 seats; in the local of the City 
Police, where they have 5 out of 29 seats; and in the local of the 
Criminal Police where they hold 6 out of 18 seats. Commenting on the 
results of the union elections, Minister of the Interior Oscar Helmer, 
Socialist, declared that the jnterference of Soviet occupation author- 
ities in all personnel matters was causing administrative difficulties 
of which an outsider could have no conception. 


SOVIET AUTHORITIES REMOVE AUSTRIAN POLICE OFFICIALS. In reply to a 
pariiamentary question, Minister of the Interior Oscar Helmer recently 
revealed that two leading Austrian police officials in St. Péiten had 
been removed from office by the Russian occupation authorities for 
anagee persecution of Democratic elements. Despite repeated efforts 

on his part, Minister Helmer said that he hed been unable to obtain 

any concrete information regarding these generalized and nonspecific 
accusations. The Austrian Government has filed a protest wih the Soviet 
High Commissioner against this unilateral action on the part of the 
Russian military government of St. Pdlten. 





120 AUSTRIANS REPATRIATED FROM THE SOVIET UNION. On March 9, 1951, a 
transport of 120 Austrian prisoners of war from the Soviet Union arrivec 
in Wiener Neustadt and was welcomed by Minister of the Interior Oscar 
Helmer in the name of the Federal Government. The men continued their 
a to their homes in Vienna and the rest of the country that same 

BY. 





_ ALLIED COUNCIL DEBATES PRESS MATTERS. On March 9, 1951, the Soviet 
representative on the Allied Council submitted a motion to susperm 
three publications of the Union of Independents for engaging in mili- 
taristic and anti-Allied propaganda. The Western representatives held 
the view that although the articles cited were objectionable and un- 
desirable they did not justify any intervention on the part of the 
Council, In this comection, the Western representatives pointed out 


that Communist papers in Austria had repeatedly published anti-~-Allied 
news reports and articles. 





SHIP MODEL CALLED REARMEMENT DEVICE BY SOVIETS. Soviet objections 
have forced the Phillips Electric Company of Austria to withdraw its 
roposal to demonstrate remote navigational control at the Viema 
pring Fair with a three-foot ship model controlled by a one-and-a- 
half-watt radio steering devicee Holding that the proposal was linked 
with European rearmement, the Soviet representatives in the Allied 
Council executive committee insisted that the Austrian Goverrment sub- 
mit plans and drawings of this device for quadripartite inspection and 
approval. “If I were an Austrian," the United States Deputy Commission: 
er said, “I would send such a request as this every month to the Allied 
Council just for the laugh." General G.K. Tsinev, for the Soviet Union, 
seid that this was all very well, but all naval rearmement began with 


the construction of models. The Phillips company solved the problem 
by withdrawing its “secret weapon," , _— P 








MAYOR OF INNSBRUCK DIES. Dr. Anton Melzer, Mayor of the state capital 
of Innsbruck, died on March 12 after a protracted illnesse He was born 
in Innsbruck on March 6, 1898. During World War I he was seriously 
wounded on the Isonzo front where he lost his left arm, From 1935 to 
1958 Dr. Melzer was a member of the Innsbruck Municipal Board and City 
Council. In 1938 he was removed from office by the Nazis and quietly 
returned to the comparative anonymity of private business life. In 
1945 he was arrested by the Gestapo and jailed, until his liberation by 


Allied troops. Dr. Melzer had occupied the posit we 
bruck since May 1945. P position of mayor of Inns 
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SECRETARY OF STATE FERDINAND GRAF UNDERGOES THROAT OPERATION. On March 
6, 1951, Mr, rerdinand craf secretary of State in the Ministry of the 
Interior underwent a serious throat operation. Although his condition 
is reported to be satisfactory, he will require further rest. 





NEW AMERICAN MILITARY GOVERNOR OF SALZBURG APPOINTED. Lt. Gen. Irvin, 
Commanding General of the UseS.s Forces in Austria, has announced the 
appointment of Colonel Kobert Lutz as Military Governor of the City of 
Salzburge 





DACHAU MEMORIAL CROSS BROUGHT TO VIENNA. The wooden cross erected at 
the cemetery of martyrs in Dachau, shortly after the liberation of the 
infamous concentration camp, in memory of the 155 Austrians who died 
there, has been brought to Vienna where it was given a place of honor 
in the Michaelenkirche. Dre Jachym, Coadjutor to the Archbishop of 
Vienna, consecrated the cross during a memorial requiem. 





THE RAW MATTRIALS CRISIS IN AUSTRIA. At a meeting of the Association 
of Austrian industrialists on March 14, 1951, Minister of Commerce Dr. 
Kolb declared that the country's entire price policy was facing a seri- 
ous teste He pointed out that the economic equilibrium was being par- 
ticularly threatened by the increase in the price of coal, which 
carried within it the inherent danger of raising the cost of heat and 
gas, as well as the production costs of numerous industries and the 
country's rail ratese In 1950 Austria imported every month 8,000 tons 
of coal from the Saar, 22,000 tons from Czechoslovakia, 120,000 tons 
from Poland, and 200,000 tons from the Ruhr. The Ruhr had already 
attempted to obtain a reduction of its export comnaitments. Thus the 
question of raw materials had become a matter of vital urgencye Min- 
ister Kolb said that all the foreign exchange credits that had been 
opened would either have to be realized or cancelled and that the ex- 
port payments still outstanding would haveto be collected as quickly 
as possible. 

President Lauda of the Association then stressed that the preser- 
vation of peace and order in Austria continued to require aid deliv- 
eries which, he added, could not possibly have any perceptible effect 
on world production. He said that Mre C.E. Meyer, the new Chief of the 
ECA Mission in Vienna, was devoting particular attention to the pe- 


cullarities of the raw materials problem and had every intention of 
helping Austria's econorye 





650,000 TONS OF POLISH COAL FOR AUSTRIA. Between March 1 and July 31, 
1951, Austria will receive about 350,000 tons of Polish coal, at a cost 
reflecting however an average price increase of 100% as compared to 

the terms contractually agreed upon in July 1950. This latter factor 
is the reason why Austria can afford to import only 350,000 tons of 
Polish co@le Ruhr coal has also increased considerably in price and 


is available in only insufficient quantities for Austria as a result 
of export restrictions. 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA SAID TO CONSIDER RAISING PRICE OF COAL. The “Wirt-. 
schafts-Korrespondenz” recently reported that Czechoslovakia is con- 
templating following the example of Poland in considerably raising the 
price of coal deliveries to Austriae Such a measure would particularly 
affect Austria's gas production, which is almost exclusively dependent 
on Czechoslovak coal. It is feared that German coal deliveries will 
also go up in price, inasmuch es the coal shortage in Western Germany 
is becoming increasingly serious and hampering production there. ‘The 
supply gap could be bridged only by imports from the United States. 


AUSTRIA STEPPING UP HER LIGNITE PRODUCTION. As part of its drive for 
higher lignite output, the Austrian State Mining Authority plans to 
step up tenfold the lignite production at the Ostermiething, Upper 
Austria, mine during the next few years. This year's output may not 
exceed 50,700 tons, but expansion plans now on hand should make an 
annual production of 540,000 tons possible within a few years. This 
is all the more important because the Ostermiething mine produces a 
lignite with a caloric value forty to fifty per cent higher than that 
produced by the neighboring mines at Wolfsegg/Traunthal. 
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AUSTRIAN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS IN 1950 LOWER THAN IN 1949. Austria's 
balance of payments in 1950, with a total volume of 590,000 dollars, 
was 54 million dollars less than the 1949 balance, because the ré- 
duction of foreign aid from about 500 to 206 million could not be 
wholly balanced by the increase of the country's commercial foreign 
trade volume. In the fourth quarter of 1950, the volume of the bal- 
ance of payments amounted to 163 million dollars, The proportion of 
total imports financed through forcign aid deliveries dropped from 
57% in 1948, to 50% in 1949, and finally to 43% in 1950. 





DEFICIT IN 1950 AUSTRIAN BUDGET REDUCED BY 867 MILLION SCHILLINGS. 
The Austrian Ministry oi Finance has announced that current expendi- 
tures under the 1950 national budget have reached a total of 10,608 
million schillings, that is, 991 million more than originally esti- 
mated; current revenues have reached the figure of 11,078 million, or 
1,461 million more than anticipated. There is therefore an excess of 
470 million schillingse With regard to investments, the federal 
budget shows expenditures amounting to 1,626 million, or 546 million 
more than estimated, and an unbudgeted excess revenue’ of 945 million, 
The deficit in this field (681 million) was therefore smaller by 597 
million than originally anticipated. This brings the total current 
deficit to 211 million schillings, a decrease of 867 million as com- 
pared to the original 1950 budgetary estimate of 1,078 million. The 
increased expenditures were primarily the result of a partial cost-of~- 
living adjustment of federal salaries, in accordance with the 4th 
Price-and-Wage Agrcement, and of price subsidies. Of the excess rev~ 
enue , 767 million were derived from public taxes (occupation cost 
taxes excluded); 200 million were earned by the federsl railways, 126 
million by the State Lottery; 61 mlilion came from increased unemploy- 
ment compensation paymets, 51 million from occupation cost taxes; 

41 million were earned by the Post and Telegraph administration and 
215 by other Govermment agencies, 





AUSTRIA'S FINANCIAL DFVELOPMENI IN 1950. The Austrian Central Office 
of Statistics recently released the following significant figures on 
the country's financial development in 1950. The total -.amount of 
money in circulation rose from 7,219 million schillings in January to 
7,829 million in December -- an increase of 610 million or 8.5%. The 
average monthly circulation of bank notes, however, was somewhat below 
the monthly average for the previous year, namely 5,615 million schil- 
lings as against 5,644 million. As in the preceding year, stock quo- 
tations showed a downward trend. The index of stock prices declined 
from 242 in Jamary to 191 in December. A number of uncertainties, 
such as the worsening of the international situation and doubts on the 
part of stockholders regarding compensation from nationalized in- 
dustries, outweighed the fact that payments of dividends were more 
frequent during the year. Savings continued to increase. Deposits in 
savings accounts increased from 1,786 million schillings. in Jamary to 
2,250 million in November, a rise of 26%. This interesting fact re- 
veals that the population continues to have faith in the country's 
economic development in spite of the present difficulties.’ The revenw 
' from income taxes, customs duties and excise taxes was in excess of th: 
previous year, namely 68,177 million schillings as compared to 6,271 
million, Nearly half of this sum came from direct taxes, of which in- 
come taxes (1,570 million) and taxes on wages (953 million) accounted 
for the greater part, Proceeds from the purchase tax amounted to 
1,595 million schillings, from the tobecco tax to 998 million and from 


a duties to 172 million (48 million less than in the previous 
& 








a SCREASE IN oe SAVINGS DEPOSITS. The total deposits in Austria’. 
savings banks have increased from 1,272 million schillt n 

2,198 million in 1950 (1,670 million in 1949), ee fo the nie namie 
bank deposits went up from 4,783 million (1948) to 5,987 million (1949 
and 7,270 million (1950), The volume of credit increased by 154% 
‘between 1946 and 1950, reaching the figure of| 10,699 million schil- 
lings by December 31, 1950, According to the} Austrian National Bank, 


ordinary commercial credits accounted for 8,4$2 million and recon- 
struction credits for 2,267 million. ' 
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AUSTRIA'S BALANCE OF TRADE FOR JANUARY. The Austrian Central Office 
of Statistics reported that in January 1951 the country's imports 
amounted to 923 million schillings, as compared to 828 million in 
December 1950. Exports for the same month totalled 671 million (in- 
cluding the five million earned from the export of electric power), 
as compared to 757 million for the previous monthe 





AUSTRIA'S OVERSEAS TRADE SOARING TO RECORD FIGURES. Austrian exports 
to non-European countries rose from 450 milifon sehillings in 1949 to 
1,218 million in 1950, increasing that part of the oountry's total 
foreign trade from 13.9% to 18.7%. Whereas Austria's total exports 

in 1950 were somewhat more than double those of the preceding year, 
her exports to the United States almost quadrupled, soaring from 96,2 
million schillings to 362.9 million. Exports to Canada were almost 
eight times greater, jumping from 3.35 million to 25.8 million; those 
to Latin America increased nearly fourfold, namely from 92,5 to 3557.7 
million. Of this latter total, 78% went to Argentina, Brazil and 
Columbia, with the first of these countries increasing its purchase 

of Austrian goods from 29.6 million in 1949 to 1354 million in 1950, 
the second from 22.4 million to 85.8 million and the third from 5.6 
million to 60 million. Other notable increases in Austrian exports 

to overseas countries were those to Mexico, from 1.7 to 18.7 million; 
those to Uruguay, from 0.4 million to 15.7 million; those to Venezuela, 
from 1,1 million to 6.4 million; and those to Bolivia from 0.1 million 
‘to 3.8 million schillings. 





AUSTRIAN TRADE AGREEMEN? WITH BRAZIL EXTENDED. The trade agreement 
between Austria and Brazil, which expired on December 351, 1950, has 
been extended in its presertform for another three months. A further 
three-month extension will probably follow. 





2300 EXHIBITORS AT THE VIENNA SPRING FAIR. The number of exhibitors 
at this year's Vienna Spring Fair totalled 2300, with 255 of them re- 
presenting 437 foreign firms from 14 differentcountries. As always, 
the largest number of exhibitors (1730) represented Viennese firms. 
The number of exhibitors from Austria's other provinces was as 
follows; Lower Austria -- 91; Upper Austria -- 60; Styria -- 39; 
Tyrol -- 32; Vorarlberg -- 27, Salzburg -- 25, Carinthia -- 17; and 
the Burgenland -- 2, Of all the industries which had products on dis- 
play, the textile industry was the best represented, with 244 firms 
participating. At the “Rotundengelaende” the Chamber of Agriculture 
of Lower Austria staged the first Austrian Poultry Show. One of the 
pavilions of the Fair Falace featured a poster exhibition of all the 
27 fairs affiliated with the Union des Foires Internationales (UFI) 
to be held in the near future, 





DORNBIRN EMBROIDERY -EXHIBITION. Foreign textile machine manufacturers 
will participate in the Dornbirn Fmbroidery Fair, it was announced by 
the Vorarlberg Embroidery Association in Dornbirn, Austria. The Fair 
will be held from July 27 through August 5. The Vorarlberg industry 
will show not only their world-famous embroideries and laces, but also 
products of Austria's developing hosiery industry which is equipped 
with modern machinery and producing a substantial part of Austria's 
domestic needs. American visitors to the Dornbirn Fair are reminded 
that the city, in Austria's westernmost province, can easily be 
reached by rail and by alr via nearby Switzerland, and that no visa or 
special permits are necessary. The Office of the Austrian Trade 
Delegate and the Austrian State Tourist Department, both in New York, 
will provide further information upon request. : 





OFFICIAL AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION AT FRANKFURT TRADE FAIR. For the 
first time, Austria had an official pavilion of her own at this year's 
Frankfurt Spring Fair which was held from March llth to the 16th. 

The pavilion, which is to serve Austrian exhibitors permanently, 
housed the displays of thirty-four Austrian firms. In addition, some 
40 other Austrian firms exhibited their products individually outside 
the official pavilion. Most of the products shown consisted of 
Austrian arts and crafts and quality goods, 





AUSTRIA TO BE REPRESENTED AT MILAN TRADE FAIR, Austria will be re- 
presented by an official display at this year's Milan Trade Fair to 
be held from April 12th to the 29th. The country's finest products 
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from its glass, wood, leather, textile, metal and ceramic industries, 
as well as its arts and crafts will be exhibited, The Austrian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry will also have an information booth at the 
Fair, where tourist information will be given to visitors. In addition 
to the official exhibition, a number of private Austrian firms will 
also participate within their respective trade categories. 


NEW “PUCH" MOTORCYCLE ON DISPLAY AT GENEVA AUTO SHOW. The Austrian | 
Steyr-Dainler-Puch company displayed its new "Puch 125 SL" motorcycle 
for the first time at the Geneva Automobile Show which was held from — 
March 8th to the 18th. ‘This model, an improved version of the firm's 
well-known sports yodel, features a frame made of sheet steel and has 
a four-gear 125-cm’ twinpiston engine. Its top speed is in excess of 
60 miles per hour. Both wheels are equipped with telescoping springs. 
The engine has been especially designed for high-speed travel on 
Austria's Alpine roads with a load of two passengers and their baggage. 
Elaborate mud-guards provide maximum protection. 





LEAD PENCILS FROM AUSTRIA. Information received by the Office of the 
Austrian Trade Delegate stated that Austria soon will again enter the 
ranks of lead-pencil exporters. The pencil factory Hardtmuth, one 

of the world's best-known producers, has almost terminated work in 
connection with its new manufacturing place in Attnang, Austria, and 
estimates that production can be started in May of this year. A large 
part of the Hardtmuth lead-pencils is earmarked for export. 





AUSTRIA TO EXPORT SEWING MACHINES. The “Wirtschafts-Korrespondenz" 
reports that Austria's production of sewing machines is now large 
enough not only to meet all domestic requirements but also to spare 
machines for export. The "Messerschmitt" Works in Kematen now turn 
out 275 sewing machines per month and last year exported 250 machines, 
This plant will be further expanded with the help of ERP funds. 

Thanks to a credit from tne EKP Special Account, the Jax company in 
Linz was able to modernize its production facilities and increase its 
monthly output to 260 machines. 





AUSTRIA EXPORTING SOME 90% OF HER ARTIFICIAL TEETH OUTPUT. Shortly 
after the war a special plant was establishea near Linz, Upper Austria, 
for the production of artificial teeth made of plastic materials and 
the manufacture of crowns made of “Durocolor™ acrylate. In-+1950 about 
1.5 million teeth and 500,000 crowns were produced at this plant; 85% 
to 90% of these were exported abroad. : 





AUSTRIAN GLASS EXFORTS IN 1950. In 1950 Austria's glass industry ex- 
ported 201 million schillings' worth of glassware, an increase of 
150% over the 1949 figure. The quantity exported represents 45% of 
the country's total output. More than half of the products exported 
consisted of "Gablonz" glassware, glass buttons, glass pearls and 
custom jewelry, hollow glass, glass tubes, and vacuum flasks. Ninety 
per cent of the industry's crude glass lenses for eyeglasses and 
goggles also went abroad, 





AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF JUTE PRODUCTS FULLY COMMITTED FOR 1951, Austria's 
exports o ute products, which amoun Oo approximately % of her 
jute production, have already been committed for the entire year of 
1951, 1t was recently announced in Vienna. The country's hemp in- 
dustry, however, is still in a position to accept export orders. Most 
of the exports of jute items go to the United States, Great Britain, 
South Africa, Norway and Denmark. During the first three quarters of 
1950 the Austrian hemp industry exported about 17% of its total pro- 
duction, with the volume jumping to 40% for the fourth quarter, as a 
result of greater sales overseas and to Norway. 

With regard to used jute bags and jute strips, the following re- 
gulation was recently issued in Vienna; As of the begimming of this 
year, exports from Austria of used jute bags are prohibited. On 
February 12, the prohibition was extended to jute strips as well, 
since the latter are being used for the packing of tea and tobacco. 


SAWED TIMBER EXPORTS REACH NEW RECORD. Last year Autria exported 78 
million cubic feet of sawed timber (soft), as compared to 41.5 million 
CUs fte in 1949 and 15 million cue fte in 1948. The 1950 figure re- 
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presents a 58% increase over the 1937 export total. Sales to Western 
Germany went up from 81,150 cue ft. (1949) to 21 million cue ft. 


AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF WOOD FIBER BOARDS DOUBLED. Austria exported 
362,000 sde yaSe of wood fiber boards in 1950, thus doubling the ex- 
port figure for the previous yeare Most of these exports went to 
Great Britain, Denmark, the Netherlands, France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia and the Near East. ; 





AUSTRIAN PAPER PRICES RAISED BY 25%. Effective March 15, 1951, the 
price of all categories of paper was increased in Austria by an aver- 
age 25 per cent. Consumers were however assured that there would be 
no change in either the quantity or quality of deliveries, The price 
hike was brought about by a proportionate rise in the price of wood. 





AUSTRIA TO INCREASE BAUXITE OUTPUT. Austria is planning to step up 
considerably her output of bauxite at the Unterlaussa mines in the 
British zone of occupation in order to satisfy the growing demand for 
aluminum on the part of her industry, it was reported by the “Interna- 
tionale Wirtschaft," one of the country's leading trade papers. Recent 
surveys estimated that the Unterlaussa mines can yield approximately 
600,000 tons of bauxite, an important element in the manufacture of 
aluminum. 





LARGE BARITE DEPOSITS DISCOVERED AT SEMMERING. An important barite 
deposit estimated at 60,000 to 100,000 fons has been discovered in 

the Semmering area. The new mineral bed contains reduction heavy 

spar, which is important for the production of lithopone, barium 
sulphate and radioactive bariume Moreover, barite is also used in 

the lacquer, dye, ceramic and paper industries. It is believed that 
this deposit of heavy spar is the second largest in Central Europe 

and, as such, will not only make Austria independent of barite imports, 
but will also yield a sufficient amount of the mineral for export 
purposese 


GOLD PROSPECTING TO BE RESUMED IN THE TYROL. The People's Party press 
service reports that a firmhas been found which is interested in re- 
suming gold prospecting activities on the Fernkogel in the Tyrol, at 
an altitude of some 6,200 feet. Gold mining was discontinued in this 
area in 1907 because it was economically unfeasible at the time, Re- 
cent geological surveys are said to have revealed that .one cubic 
meter of rockcould yield about 2.7 grams of gold and some silver. 
After completion of the mine's construction, the daily output of 
auriferous rock will be about 30 to 35.tons. 





AUSTRIAN CAST-IRON OUTPUT IN 1950. Austria continued to increase her 
- cast-iron production in 1950. The following is a table of 1950 pro- 
duction figures as compared to previous years: 


Year Grey Cast-Iron Cast Steel Malleable Iron Heavy Metals = 
(monthly average in metric tons) etals 
1937 4,745 670 165 o<22 ooce 
1949 8, 088 875 198 551 187 
1950 9,443 1,066 215 404 277 








AUSTRIAN TRACTOR PRODUCTION INCREASED. Considerably more tractors 
were built in Austria in I950 than in previous years. In that year 
the total output was 5,656 machines, 5,436 of them manufactured by 
the Steyr-Daimler-Puch Works. This represents an increase of 1,871 
tractors over the previous year, : 





AUSTRIAN TURBINE WORKS EXPANDING THEIK PRODUCTION. The Andritz Machin: 
Works, in Andritz near Graz (Styria), one of Austria's leading tur- 
bine and pump manufacturers, have increased their annual production 
during the past four years from a value of 45 million schillings to 
26 million. During this same period the number of workers employed by 
the plant rose from 500 to 820. When the new machinery installations, 
shop expansion and grey-iron foundry, which will be one of the most 
up-to-date foundries in Europe, are completed, the plant's payroll 
will be increased to 1,250 workers. Immediately after the war, the 
Russians removed 95% of the machinery from the Andritz Works, which 
then had to be rebuilt almost from scratch with the help of ERP funds. 
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To date, the Andritz Works have received 19.5 million schillings in 
twe tnstallments from the Special ERP Counterpart Account, for the 
acscots:.bion of rew rnachinery end construction purposes. A further ex- 
pansion ef this impertant plant will soon be made possible by an. 
adcticral ER’ credit of 7.7 schillings. 


AUSTRIAN LIV3S70CK RESERVES FOUND TO BE INCREASING. According to the 
Tesuius cl the livestock census Of Lecember 3, 1950, recently released 
by the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, the stock of the 
country's domestic animals increased considerably during the year 1950. 
The number of hogs rose from 1,926,938 (1949) to 2,523,162 (1950), an 
increase of 596,144, which is still 344,960 short of the pre-war stock 
of December 1938. Domestic pork and fat requirements thus seem assured 
on the basis of the expanded supply. Today's stock of bovine cattle 
amounts to 2,280,546 head, as compared to 2,202,829 head in 1949. This 
represents an increase of 77,719 head of cattle (or 3%), but is 298,256 
head (about 12%) behind the pre-war stock. The number of horses now 
stands at 283,025, or 727 more than in becember 1949. The number of 
mules and donkeys was found to be 2001, as compared to 2158 in 1949 and 
837 in 1938. The number of sheep, the census ascertained, was 362,457, 
as compared to 374,992 in 1949 and 515,542 in 1956. Most of the sheep 
stock is concentrated in the province of Carinthia. Other counts of 
domestic animals include 322,616 goats, as compared to 517,466 in 1949; 
208,684 rabbits, 6,660,710 chickens, 101,471 ducks, 58,194 turkeys and 
guinea fowl, and 284,560 bee hives. These encouraging figures show 
that much progress was achieved last year in expanding Austria's live- 
stock, although it is well to remember that these results are dependent 
on a regular supply of fodder, 








AUSTRIAN MILK PRODUCTION INCREASED BY 17%. According to figures re- 
cently released by the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, 
the country's farmers delivered 876,173 tons of milk in 1950. This 
total represents 97.4% of the 900,000 tons anticipated and stipulated 
for delivery, It reflects a 16.9% increase over the 749,496 tons of 
milk delivered in 1949. Increases amounted to 1.1% in Vienna, 23.5% in 
Lower Austria, 9.4% in the Burgenland, 22.2% in Northern Upper Austria, 
19.2% in Southern Upper Austria, 13.7% in Salzburg, 6.9% in Styria, 
22.1% in the Tyrol and 15.6% in Vorarlberg. Only in Carinthia was 
there a slight decrease in output, namely 0.6%. Because of the fact 
that the fat content of milk was increased, the production of butter 
declined somewhat, namely from 16,984 tons in 1949 to 16,961 tons in 


1950. Cheese production, however, including Alpine cheese, increased 
from 8,148 (1949) to 9,871 tons. 





REPORT ON AUSTRIAN DANUBE SHIPPING IN 1950. The Danube Steamship Com- 
pany reports that its ships sailing under the Austrian flag on that 
part of the river located within the U.S. Zone have transported 169, 353 
persons and carried 695,148 tons of freight in 1950 (633,717 tons 
downstream and 61,451 tons upstream). At the company's port installa- 
tions in Linz, 1,102,550 tons of freight were unloaded and 100,525 tons 
loaded, These figures do not cover the activities of that branch of 


the i ied presently under Soviet control as an alleged “former German 
aSSCTe 


REGULAR SALZBURG -ZURICH AIR SERVICE TO BE INAUGURATED. The Swiss air« 
line "Swiss Air” will inaugurate regular weekly flights on the Salz- | 
burg-Innsbruck-Zurich line on May 25, 1951. The schedule will call for 


four weekly flights in each direction, with comections to international 
air lines provided for through passengers. 





MORE THAN 6,000 PATENTS REGISTERED WITH AUSTRIAN PATENT OFFICE IN 1950. 
In 1950 the Austrian Patent Oifice accepted 6,166 patent registrations, 
or 151 more than in the previous year. Registrations have still not 
reached the pre-war annual average of 7,500 (in 1938 there were even 
68,200 registrations), Of the 1950 total, 3,715 patents were Austrian 


and 1,015 German, as compared to 3,900 Austrian patents and 600 German 
patents in the previous year. 





VIENNA'S PATRON SAINT FETED ON MARCH 15TH. On March 15 Viema's Patron 
aint, « Klemens Maria Hofbauer, was feted in a colorful ceremony in 
the church of Maria am Gestade. Cardinal Imitzer delivered an address, 


which was followed by Pontifical Vespers. The Cardinal also officiated 
at a special Pontifical Service. ; 
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EARLY CHRISTIAN TOMBS DISCOVERED IN EASTERN AUSTRIA. A large early 
Christian graveyard was recently discovered in Mautern a.d. Donau, 
Lower Austria, on the eastern edge of the old Roman city of Favianis. 
The archssolegical find included rich burial offerings dating back to 
pagan times, stone coffins and a coin of Emperor Constantine's day with 
the inscription: "In hoc signo victor erise” 





40 YEARS OF RESEARCH ON AUSTRIAN DIALECTS COMPLETED. A commission 
established in the year I91T by the Vienna Academy of Sciences for the 
compilation of a dictionary of Austrian dialects has just completed 
its extensive research after forty years of activity. The results of 
this exhaustive work have been recorded on more than two and a half 
million index cards and will be published in a definitive series of 
several volumese , 





AUSTRIA'S BOOK PRODUCTION FROM 1945 TO 1950. At the instigation of the 
Austrian National Library a statistical survey of Austrian book pro- 
duction between May 1, 1945, and December 31, 1950, has just been com- 
pleted. During this period Austrian publishers produced 21,019 printed 
texts, of which 19,060 were single publications ami 2,761 periodical 
publications. 10,411 of these works had 48 or more printed pages. 

The total annual production for the individual years was; In 1945 
(from May on): 915; in 1946; 2,156; in 1947: 3,290; in 1948: 5,865; 

in 1949; 6,547; and in 1950; 4,244. Of these, the number of books 
proper was as follows: in 1945 -- 512; in 1946 -- 1,194; in 1947 -- 
2,108; in 1948 -- 4,099; in 1949 -- 3,126; and in 1950 -- 2,977, The 
figures for periodicals are: in 1945 -- 240; in 1946 -- 565; in 1947 

-- 388; in 1948 -- 758; in 1949 -- 435; and in 1950 -- 595. The books 
and magazines published during this five-year period covered such sub- 
jects as literature (fiction), musicology, the theater, politics, and 
religion; they included children's texts, and technical texts, as well 
as texts on handicrafts, law and government, sociology, economics, 
geography, ethnology, and historye The importance of university publi- 
cations is reflected in the number of dissertations on such themes as 
language and literature (about half), philosophy, sociology, economics, 
history, mathematics and the natural sciences, These academic texts 
accounted for one third to one fifth of all published material. 





AUSTRIAN “YOUTH BOOK CILUB" HAS 65,000 MEMBERS. The “Book Club for 
Young People,” an association which promotes interest in increased 
home reading of books of educational value, has reached a total member- 
ship of 65,000 young people of school age. The cooperative association 


helps children and youngsters obtain books at a discount and induces 
them to start a small home library of their own. 





AUSTRIA LEADS EUROPE IN DENSITY OF RADIO AUDIENCE. According to the 
1950 statistical report recently released by the "Union Européenne de 
Radiodiffusion," Austria's 1,507,000 radio listeners represent an 
audience density of 18.46 per cent, or double that of the average den- 
sity for the Continent. Austria is thus more densely populated, from 
a radio-listening point of view, than Italy (5.57%), France (6.78%) 
and Germany (1693%). 

The 1.5 million owners of radio sets in Austria pay an annual fee 
of 65 schillings each, the total revenue thus amounting to 82 million 
schillings. Of this sum, the Postal Administration retains 25 mil- 
lion, 5.65 million are collected by the State as contribution to the 
promotion of art,and*15.6 million areneeded by the stations for invest- 
ment purposes and the like. The remaining 35.5 million are all that 
remain for the stations with which to defray operating costs. Of this 
latter amount, RAVAG (Radio Vierma) receives 54%, the “Red-White-Red" 
network 16%, Radio Alpenlend 17% and the "West" network 13%. The 
Soviet veto in the Allied Council stands in the way of any change in 
this distribution of the radio fee paid by the country's set owners. 
The responsible station managers are expected to meet shortly for the 


purpose of introducing a greater variety in the country's redio pro- 
ZLrams e 





AUSTRIA DOUBLES OUTPUT OF RADIO RECEIVERS. The output of Austrian 

radio receivers has increased from 95,000 sets in 1948 to 162,000 in 
1949, and almost hit the 200,000 mark in 1950. One firm, which spe- 
cializes in the manufacture of automobile radios and portable midget 
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receivers weighing less than 5 lbse, has obtained an order from the 
Ford Works ca Sakae for the delivéry of 1,000 automobile radios by 
July 1951. Large orders for Austrian radios have recently also been 
received from Egypt, Finland, Belgium and France. 


"RED- -RED" RADIO NETWORK TO BUILD NEW HIGH-POWER TRANSMITTER. 
eee te the daily "Dic Presse} the Ked-White-Red radio network is 
planning to erect a new 120-KW transmitter in the Steinhof area. The 
new transmitter is expected to exceed considerably the power of Radio 
Vienna and will in fact be the strongest transmitter in Austria. Prior 
to 1945 the most strongest transmitter in the country, the one located 
on top of the Bisamberg, had a power of 100 KW. The framework of the 
new station has already been completed and the transmitting equipment 
4s expected to be delivered soon. , 








EPRIVED OF LIGHT, MUSICIANS OF VIENNA PHILHARMONIC CONTINUE PLAYING. 
Burine the guest performance of “Sristan and Isolde” by the Vienna 
State Opera in Brussels on March 15, 1951, the lights in the orchestra 
pit failed in the second act and part of the orchestra as well as the 
conductor were left in the darke Undismayed by the light failure, 
however, the Vienna Philharmonic continued to play in the dark for 
fully eight minutes. 





NEW HAYDN OPERA TO BE PERFORMED FOR FIRST TIME IN FLORENCE. After 145 
years, @ Haydn opera nover before performed will be presented at this 
year's Maggio Musicale in Florence under the direction of Erich Kleiber. 
Haydn composed this opera in London in 1791 for the King's Theater at 
the Haymarket on the basis of a libretto by Bedini ("Ii Animal del 
Filosofo"), but the work was never performed. Later, in 1606, a Leipzig 
publisher brought out a revised version of the opera under the title 
‘Orpheus." 





FRITZ BUSCH TO START AS CONDUCTOR OF VIENNA OPERA NOVEMBER 1. On No- 
vember 1, 1951, the famous conductor Fritz Busch will begin his activity 
as first conductor of the Vienna State Opera. In addition to the 

operas in the current repertoire, Busch will also rehearse a new pro- 
duction of Verdi's “Forza del Destino" and Wagner's "Lohengrin." 








VIENNA STATE OP®RA BALLET SCHEDULED FOR SUMMER GUEST TOUR. A group com- 
posed of twenty-three members of the Vienna State Opera corps de ballet 
will give a series of guest performances in Interlaken and 28 cities of 
Sweden under the direction of conductor Heinz Lambrecht, The per- 
formers will leave Vienna in mid-July. Strauss! "Divertissement" will 
be included on the program. Plans are afoot for further appearances in 


Denmark and Germany. Another ballet group will appear at the Bregenz 
Festival. 








VIENNA SYMPHONY TO TOUR SWITZERLAND, GERMANY AND FRANCE. In the second 
half of June the Vienna Symphony under the baton of Herbert Karajan will 
eee & series of elevon or twelve guest performances in Switzerland, 

ermany and France. The following schedule has so far been announced: 
on June 1, 1951, in Berne; on June 2nd in Geneva; on June 3rd in 
Lausanne; on June 4th in Basel; on June 5th in Zurich, The last two 
concerts of the tour will be given in Paris. 





VIENNA CHORAL GROUP TO PERFORM IN LUCERNE AND EDINBURGH. The choral 
group of the Viemia Soclety of the Friends of Music, one of Austria's 
largest and best-known choral ensembles, has been invited to give two 
choral concerts at this year's Lucerne Festival. It will perform 
Bach's High Mass in B Minor under the direction of Herbert Karajan. 
The same group, which just completed a successful Italian tour, has 
also been invited to appear at the 1952 Edinburgh Festival. It will 


Pesala six concerts in the Scottish capital under the baton of Herbert 
arajan. 


MUSIC JOURNEY TO AUSTRIA. The Institute of Intercontinental Studies, 
a non-profit educational organization with headquarters at 756 Seventh 
Avenue, New York 19, NeY.«, telephone: PLaza 7-7939, offers a Music 
Journey to Europe to those, who like so many students and teachers, 


want to use their summer vacation to get thoroughly acquainted with the 
art, and especially the music, of the Old World. This seminar tour, 
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scheduled to take place from July 21 to September 1, 1951, will be 
under the distinguished leadership of Dr, Sigmund Spaeth, widely quoted 
music lecturer and author, and Dre Felix Guenther, formerly of Viema, 
musicologist, conductor and editor. It will include a six day visit 
to the Salzburg Festival, a four day visit to the musical shrines of 
Vienna and a trip to the world-renowned baroque Monastery of St. 
Florian, burial place of Anton Bruckner, Participants will have a 
unique opportunity to attend some of the World's most famous festival 
performances, to be present at interesting rehearsals and to meet 
distinguished leaders in the field of music. In addition there will 
be short seminars, orientation lectures as well as informal talks by 
music authorities in the principal cities visited, A certificate of 
attendance and participation will be issued at the em of the tour to 
those, who have satisfactorily finished the program of performances, 
lectures and seminars. 


CITY OF VIENNA SUPPORTS EXPERIMENTAL THEATER. The Vierma Municipal 
Committee for Culture and Popular Education recently voted to make a 
20,000-schilling grant to the. "Theater der Courage} an experimental 
playhouse in Vienna, for the year 195]. 





HOTEL SACHER TO BE RELEASED ON APRIL le ‘The British occupation 
authorities have announced that they will release the Sacher Hotel on 
April 1, 1951, in the interests of Austria's tourist industry. The 
world-famous hotel in the heart of Vienna was first requisitioned by 
the Russians at the end of the war in 1945 and then taken over by the 
British authorities in September of that year. Before it is reopened 
for civilian use, the hotel will be completely renovated and part of 
the coffee house and restaurant redecorated. It is expected to be 
opened for tourists shortly. 





ST. ANTON-AM-ARLBERG INCREASES IN POPULARITY AS TOURIST CENTER. Ste 
Anton-am-Arlberg, the popular winter sports center in the Tyrol, has 
been visited by 10% more tourists in January of this year, as compared 
to the same month in 1950. Leading the list of visitas from 25 coune 
tries who availed themselves of the 135,000 overnight accomodations re- 
corded for Jannary, 1951, was the contingent of English tourists, which 
was followed by the French, Swiss, Italians, Americans and Belgians, 

in that order, The relatively low figure of 120 overnight reservations 
made by Canadians is noteworthy because of the fact that almost all of 
these visitors were influential Journalists who took advantage of their 
stay to undertake extensive studies of the Arlberg region. 





INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIS COMMITTEE TO MEET IN VIENNA. The International 
Olympic Comittee has accepted an invitation from the Austrian Olympic 
Committee to hold its forthcoming Congress in Vienna, from May 3rd to 
the 10th. Among the subjects to be discussed at the international © 
meeting will be various proposals pertaining to the restriction of 
those sports to be admitted to Olympic competition in the future. 





SEPP BRADL SETS NEW SKU JUMP RECORDe On March 16, 1951, the Austrian 
ski champion Sepp bradl set a new Austrian distance record at the ski 


jump meet in Kulm, by bettering his last record at Bischofshofen from 
107-25 to 115 meters. 





PUCH 125 cc MOTORCYCLE WINS NEW JERSEY RACE, The Spring Reliability 
Run (an endurance trial through woods and swamps), which took place 

on March 4 at Metuchen, New Jersey, was won under the most adverse 
weather conditions by Milt Usherwood on his new Austrian Puch 125 cc 
motorcycles Usherwood was also awarded the medal award for Class A. 

he winner particularly praised the telescopic fork's ability to bounce 
him along with ease over rocks and fallen trees, 
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